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ST. MARK’'S CHURCH
LINCOLN ROAD, PETERBOROUGH

DO YOU NEED SOME
TIME & SPACE TO SIT,
THINK & PRAY?

\&/

You are welcome to St. Mark’s Church
for personal prayer & reflection
from 1.00pm to 3.00pm
on the first Saturday of each month.

For anyone wishing to talk & pray with
others, people from St Mark’s Church
will be available.
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Bishop Donald writes

Walting with God

Febrary ... the days are lengthening
and the nights shortening, but it can
still fel ke winter. The carly flowers
are out, but they close up in the
aftemoon preparing for the dark and
the frost. At the beginning of the
month Candlemas (the Presentation
of Christ in the Temple) ends the
fortyday Christmas’Epiphany Season
and leads us towards Lent. Later on
Ash Wednesday begins our journey
towards the cross.,

Febmary this year also sees the 60th
anniversary of our Gusen's Access-
ion o the throne; a signficant mest
ing of the General Synod as it beging
to look at the details of how women
bishops coukd change our Church
and how we could provide for thosa
uncamfortakle with this; the beginn-
ing of Gordon Stesle’s ministry as
Archdeacon of Oakham; and whao
knows what else on our lacal,
national andworld stages?

Thiz may be the shortest month, but it
is action-packed. Reminders of the
past and pointers to the future, A
world of uncertainty, but with the
assurance of God's abundant provis-
ion and his trustworthy promisas. The
excitenent of Christmas is aver, the
pain of the passion looms on the
horizan, but beyond it the stunning
and transforming joy of Easter.

Febmary may be busy butit is a
month of waiting, of preparation.

Moting the Quesen's
anniversary but waiting
for the big celebrations
in the summer. working
on the details of the
changes womean
bishops will bring to the
church, but no final vote
yat ithat may well be this summer
too): remembering that Christ's death
ard resumection are at the heart of
our life and faith, but keeping the
great passion and Easter story on
hold for a lithe longer.

'-_'

Waiting is good for us. The great
national and international debt crisis
would be nothing like as bad if we
could have retained the habit of
saving up for things and enjoving
them when we could affard them,
instead of buying them on credit as
soon as we are attracted by them (I'm
nat minimising the blame of those
who offered credit to those whao
couldn't afford it, but it does take two
to tango).

And gpiritual waiting, waiting on God,
mawving forwards day by day with him,
fealing and sensing each day the
troubles of life together with the thiill
of his presence, knowing that with
Christ the best is yet to be: that is
February.

With best wishes - } !E

Bishop of Peterborough
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Around the diocese

Joe’'s remarkable journey

“Mum, I'm going for a walk ....
across Spain.” About this time
last year Joa Cameron had just
watched The Way, Emilio
Estevez's film set on the
pilgrimage rowde in Spain, and he
knew at once what he wanted to
do. Hiz mother's surprise was
understandable as he usually
avoided walking anywhere, and
his family had never heard of the
Camino de Santiago. Yet he felt so
strongly that a month later, just
after his 242t birthday, he was
setling out alone on the 500 mile
walk that would take him six
weaks.

“ltwas totally differant to the movie,”
says Joa, "l had expected a long
walk but it was so much mora. Life
slows down and you see things you
wouldn't normally notice. Thara's the
spiritual side of it. | had stopped
going to church and praying a
couple of years before, but as |
walked my faith was rekindled."

That summerwhean ha
got back from Spain,
he noticed a post from
lan Holdsworth of the
Peterborough Pilgrims
to Santiago onan
intemet site for
Camino pilgrims. lan
was looking for
someona to devalop
pilgrimages for young
people and to join the
diccesan Xpect youth
work intam schame.

Joa applied
and within
weaks he had
mowved from
Liverpool to
MNorthampton _—
totake upthe L =
rola. |

MNow ha
divides his i
time betwean 52
developing
interast in youth pilgimage as a rite
of passage for school and university
students, and honing his skills as a
church youth worker. Ha is also
organising a two wesk pilgrimage for
ages 16-23 years, to take place in
July 2012,

“There are already some students
from Northamptan University signed
up for the trip, but | am looking for
others to join us. The costwill ba
around £650, but this may reduce if
my applications for various grants

sy Are successful. We ara
planning some day lang
training walks, and some
fund-raising activities, so
this will b a great chance
for everyone to get to know
each other befora we set
off.”

Amyone interested in finding
out more about the youth

. pilgrimage is invitad to
contact Joo for details an
0751 4577250 or email

" camo1890@hotmail.co.uk



Around the diocese

Street Pastors making a difference

The Street Pastor teams set up in
several towns in the diocese over
the past two years are out and
about on most Saturday nights,
but especially so over the
Christmas and New Year period.

In Corby the schamea has a rota of 31
trained Pastors drawn from many
church denominations in the town.
Since they started their patrols in
July 2010, the Police have noticed a
significantdrop in the numbear of
akeohol related incidants in Corby
village (whera most of the pubs and
clubs arg). Indead they have ashked
the Pastors to start sending ateam
elewhara in the town on Saturday
nights so see if they can have the
same beneficial effect.

“Wo have the ability toinfiltrate arcas
where the authority figures like the
Police may spark aggrassion. Thatis
becausa we are non judgmental and
will give time and love to anyone,”
zaid Fiona Covington, one of
Mortrampton's Street Pastors.
“Jesus commanded that we should
go out and spread the good news. In
this day and age actions speak
louder than words and | feal that this
iz my way of spreading theword

Corby right) and Ketiering (beiow)
Sireet Pastors head info the night

-

through action.” All Strest Pastors
ara frained not to preach but “to halp,
to care and to listen.”

“We feel s0 encouraged by the
people of Corby,” says Fiona
Anderson. 'We are starting to sea
the same faces and poople come up
to us and continua convarsations
whera they left off last time they saw
us. They want to be listanad to.”

In Kettaring, where there are 34
Street Pastors from 16 churcheas, this
was their first festive season. Co-
ordinator Fiona de Boltz says the
streets were crowded but had a
positive and good natured spirit.

Anyone interested in training as a
Street Pastor, offering prayer support
during their patrols, or making a
donation towards training and
equipment costs (to the local branch)
will find contacts and imformation at
wWww.stre

astors.ong.uk







